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The Program 
 
A typical year (2012-13): 

Fall Winter Summer 

His9800 His9801 His9802 

His9806 His9807 

His9808 His9832 

Prof Development Series 

 
His9800: Public History: Theory, History 
& Practice 
An introduction to the field. 
 
His9801: Group Project 
A multi-stage group project in collaboration 
with a local heritage or cultural institution. 
 
His9806: Archival Management 
Surveys the nature and role of archival studies 
as a field of information science. 
 
His9807: Introduction to Museology 
Explores issues such as accessioning, 
conservation, exhibition, and interpretation. 
 
His9808:  Digital History 
Covers both the presentation of history in 
digital form and the use of computational 
techniques to work with digital resources. 
 
His9809: Social Memory  
Commemoration, conflicting interpretations, 
collective identities, war and nationalism 
 
His9832:  Interactive Exhibit Design 
Studio course with hands-on projects in  
interaction design, computing and fabrication. 

 
His9834: A History of Things 
Introduces theoretical, methodological and 
hands-on approaches to material culture. 

 

Are you… 
 

 Looking for a history career outside of the 
classroom?  

 Interested in communicating your historical 
knowledge to the public?   

 Curious how digital technology can improve 
the communication of history? 

 Looking to build hands-on practical skills to 
improve your success on the job market?   

 Already working in the field and seeking 
further professional development?   
 
Then Western’s Public History program may 

be just the place for you. 
 
Public History at Western is an intensive, 12-
month Master’s program that explores how 
history is understood by and communicated to 
the public, whether at museums, archives or 
historical sites, in films or on the web,  in 
government policy, historical consulting, and 
even in academic books. The year consists of 
two terms of study, followed by a summer 
internship. Our unique program combines 
theoretical knowledge with hands-on practical 
training in collaboration with heritage and 
cultural institutions. 
 

Questions? Email Michelle A. Hamilton, 
Director, mhamilt3@uwo.ca 

_____________________ 
 
I credit the program’s blend of theory & practicality for 
helping me refine my career interests & goals.    

~ Kim, Kelowna Museum 
 
It was a chance to think outside the box while in grad 
school … and a chance to make good friends in a much 
more sociable atmosphere. 

      ~ Claire, Professor, Dalhousie University 
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The program provided me with an opportunity to …gain 
practical, hands-on experience that led to a job in the 

heritage field. 
~ Kim, Canadian Council of Archives 
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Applying 
 
Admission is administered through History’s  
MA program, with the same requirements: an 
Honours BA with a concentration in History 
(or general BA and supplemental year) and a 
minimum B+ average in the last 10 full senior 
undergraduate courses.  
 
Applicants will be considered for a Teaching 
Assistantship or Public History Research 
Assistantship, and a Western Graduate 
Research Scholarship (valued together at 
approximately $14,600.00 in 2011-12). 
 
For complete details, see www.history.uwo.ca/ 
gradstudies/publichistory/applying.html or 
contact:   
 
   Department of History 

Western University Canada 
Lawson Hall, Room 2201 
London, ON, Canada, N6A 5B8 
Phone: 519-661-3645 Fax: 519-661-3010 

 
To arrange a visit to the program, contact the 
Director at mhamilt3@uwo.ca. 
 
 
 
 
The Public History program is grateful for 
core financial support from the George Cedric 
Metcalf Charitable Foundation, and to Charlie 
Fairbank for the Robert Cochrane Lambton 
County Fellowship. 

_____________________ 
 

Having a public history degree has helped me reach the 
students I teach. 

              ~Tammy, Secondary school teacher 

Faculty 
 
Michelle A. Hamilton, Director: History of 
museums & Aboriginal peoples 
 
Michael Dove, Internship Coordinator 
   
Rick Fehr, First Nations Studies:  Land claims  
 
Neal Ferris, Anthropology: Applied archaeology, 
& cultural resource management 

 
James Flath: Public history & material culture 
in China  
 
Jason Gilliland, Geography: Urban historical  
geography & local history 

 
Roger Hall: History & use of photography 
 
Sue Hill:  Indigenous history & methods 
 
Robert MacDougall: Digital history & gaming 
 
Alan MacEachern: Environmental history and 
place; Director of the Network in Canadian 
History & Environment (NiCHE) 

 
Shelley McKellar: Material culture; Curator of  
the Medical Artifact Collection 
 
Aldona Sendzikas: Military history & museology   

 
Don Spanner: Archival studies 
 
William J. Turkel: Place, material culture &  
digital history 
     
Jonathan Vance: Canadian cultural history & 
social memory; Curator of the War, Memory & 
Popular Culture archival collection  
 
 

Faculty  Applying  

Program Support 

His9875:  Indigenous Methodologies 
Indigenous constructions of history and issues in 
the historical discipline. 
 
FNS4209: Land Claims  
Historical research, oral history, and ethical 
issues in First Nations land claims. 
 
His9802: Internship  
A 12-week full-time placement which develops 
student skills in the field under the supervision 
of a public history professional. Hosts can 
include museums, archives, TV, film or 
documentary companies, historical and 
genealogical societies, historical or museum 
consulting firms, or government agencies. 
Interns have worked internationally, and across 
Canada from Newfoundland to the Yukon. See 
history.uwo.ca/gradstudies/publichistory/ph 
internships.html for past hosts. 
 
We are a Public Service Commission approved 
co-operative program. 
 
Professional Development Series 
Guest lectures and hands-on workshops with 
practicing public historians. 
 
Students may take regular history courses,  or 
with permission, related courses in  Visual Arts, 
Archaeology, Geography, and Archival Studies.  
 
Public History Research Assistantships 
Students may be placed with Public History 
faculty or local institutions during the year as a 
second internship.  

      ___________________ 
My Public History internship provided me with the once in a 

lifetime opportunity to assist in the early development of a 
heritage district, the ultimate goal of which is a bid for 

UNESCO World Heritage Site Designation. 
~ Meaghan, 2009 Lambton County Fellow 
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